
aapi nexus
Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders
Policy, Practice & Community

A journal drawn from professional schools, applied 

social science scholars and practitioners with the 

explicit goal of reinvigorating Asian American Studies’ 

traditional mission of serving communities and 

generating practical research. 

Published by the uClA AsiAn AmeriCAn studies Center Press

mAilings And CommuniCAtions

Articles for publication consideration should be sent to: 

AAPI Nexus:  Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders,

Policy, Practice & Community

UCLA Asian American Studies Center

3230 Campbell Hall, Box 951546 

Los Angeles, CA 90095-1546

Phone: 310-206-7738 FAX:  310-206-9844
email: nexus@aasc.ucla.edu
web site: http://www.aapinexus.org

Copyright 2023 by The Regents of the University of California 
All rights reserved.  Printed in the United States of America.
ISSN 1545-0317



 Melany De La Cruz-Viesca and Emiko Kranz  mAnAging editors

 Tam Nguyen and William Morosi ProduCtion teAm

 Editorial Board

 Pauline Agbayani-Siewart Social Work, California State University, Los Angeles

 Roshan Bastani Public Health, UCLA

 Kathryn L. Braun Public Health Studies, University of Hawai’i, Manoa

 Gregory Cendana Can’t Stop Won’t Stop Consulting

 Mitchell Chang Higher Education & Organizational Change, UCLA

 Mary Ann Foo Orange County Asian & Pacific Islander Community Alliance

 Margaret Fung Asian American Legal Defense & Education Fund

 Terry Gock Asian Pacific Family Services

 Lisa Hasegawa National Coalition for Asian Pacific American Community 
Development 

 J.D. Hokoyama Leadership Education for Asian Pacifics, Inc.

 Tarry Hum Urban Studies, Queens College, City University of New York

 Shirley Hune Educational Leadership & Policy Studies, University of Washington

 Jerry Kang Law, UCLA

 Snehendu Kar Community Health Sciences & Public Health, UCLA

 Parag Khandhar Asian Pacific American Legal Resource Center

 Peter Nien-chu Kiang Education & Asian American Studies, University of MA, Boston

 Taeku Lee Political Science and Law, UC Berkeley

 Karen Leong Social Transformation on Women & Gender Studies, Arizona State 
University

 Wei Li Asian Pacific American Studies & Social Transformation, Arizona State 
University

 Jim Lubben Social Work, Boston College

 Ailee Moon Social Welfare, UCLA

 Bob Nakamura Asian American Studies, UCLA

 Thu-huong Nguyen-vo East Asian Languages & Cultures, UCLA

 Paul Ong Urban Planning, Asian American Studies, UCLA

 William Ouchi Management, UCLA

 Edward Park Asian Pacific American Studies, Loyola Marymount University

 Lisa Sun-Hee Park Sociology, University of Minnesota

 Ninez Ponce Public Health, UCLA

 Leland Saito Sociology & American Studies in Ethnicity, USC

 David Takeuchi Social Work, University of Washington

 Robert Teranishi Education & Asian American Studies, UCLA

 Doua Thor Sobrato Family Foundation

 Karen Umemoto Urban Planning & Asian American Studies, UCLA

 Ling-chi Wang Ethnic Studies, UC Berkeley

 Deborah Woo Community Studies, UC Santa Cruz



iiiiii

aapi nexus
Fall 2023

CONTENTS

PART 1: ADVOCATING FOR NHPI NEEDS

Unmasking COVID-19: 
Implications of the Pandemic’s Disproportionate Impact on Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Communities in California

Keith L. Camacho, Kevin Escudero,  
Maryann Heather, and Demeturie Toso-Lafaele Gogue � � � � � � � � � � � � � 1

PART 2: COMBATING HATE AND THE MODEL MINORITY MYTH

Longitudinal Trends in Hate Crimes Targeting Asian Americans  
and Pacific Islanders of Los Angeles County, 2012–2020

Maggie Seay and Karen Umemoto � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 23

Filipino American Essential and Frontline Workers Battling  
Multiple Crises: COVID-19, Economic Inequality, and Racism

Cindy C. Sangalang, Marisa Montoya, Samantha R. Macam,  
Audrey Chan, Madonna P. Cadiz, and Romeo Hebron, Jr. � � � � � � � � � � 35

Barriers and Bridges to Cambodian and Sino-Cambodian American 
Higher Education Success: Voices from the Highly Successful

Jenny Banh  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 43

PART 3: IMMIGRATION PROTECTIONS & POLICIES

Anti-AAPI Racism in Immigration and Criminal Law
Astghik Hairapetian and Hiroshi Motomura  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 67

Community-led Disaster Relief for Excluded Immigrant Workers: 
Addressing policy gaps and strengthening community infrastructure

AJ Kim and Jennifer Jihye Chun � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 101

A Rapid Assessment of the Health, Social, Economic, and Legal 
Risks and Potential Socioeconomic Impacts of COVID-19 on 
Undocumented Young Adults in California

Ezinne Nwankwo, Hye Young Choi, Annie Ro, and May Sudhinaraset � �111



iviv

PART 4: HEALTHCARE ACCESS & EQUITY

The Hidden Problem of Food Insecurity Among Asian American 
Older Adults

Lilly A. Nhan and May C. Wang � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 133

Closing the Care Gap: 
Understanding Asian American Youth At-Risk for Suicide  
in Los Angeles County

Belinda C. Chen, Joyce H.L. Lui, Lisa A. Benson, Yen-Jui R. Lin,  
Ninez A. Ponce, and Anna S. Lau � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 141

PART 5: ECONOMIC RECOVERY

COVID-19 Pandemic Impacts on Asian American Housing
Paul Ong and Chhandara Pech � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 157

COVID-19 Pandemic Employment Impacts on Asian Americans
Paul Ong, Chhandara Pech, and Darlene Medrano � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 177

The Effect of the Covid-19 Pandemic on Korean American Small 
Businesses

Kyeyoung Park and Frances Lee � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 197

PART 6: SUPPORTING THE ARTS

Impact of COVID-19 Closures on Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Theatre Practitioners and Theatres in California

L MSP Burns, Leilani Chan, Armando Huipe, Leslie Ishii, Hannah Joo, 
Alexandra Meda, Meena Natarajan, Monica Ndounou, Olga Sanchez,  
and kt shorb  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 213

Theatrical Labor in the Wake of COVID-19: 
Creating New Audiences Through New Media Platforms

Sean Metzger and Janine Sun Rogers � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 227


	Unmasking COVID-19: 
	Implications of the Pandemic’s Disproportionate Impact on Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander Communities in California
	Keith L. Camacho, Kevin Escudero, 
Maryann Heather, and Demeturie Toso-Lafaele Gogue

	Longitudinal Trends in Hate Crimes Targeting Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders of Los Angeles County, 2012–2020
	Maggie Seay and Karen Umemoto

	Filipino American Essential and Frontline Workers Battling Multiple Crises: 
	COVID-19, Economic Inequality, and Racism
	Cindy C. Sangalang, Marisa Montoya, Samantha R. Macam, Audrey Chan, Madonna P. Cadiz, and Romeo Hebron, Jr.

	Barriers and Bridges to Cambodian and Sino-Cambodian American Higher Education Success: 
	Voices from the Highly Successful
	Jenny Banh

	Anti-AAPI Racism in Immigration and Criminal Law
	Astghik Hairapetian and Hiroshi Motomura

	Community-led Disaster Relief for Excluded Immigrant Workers: 
	Addressing policy gaps and strengthening community infrastructure
	AJ Kim and Jennifer Jihye Chun

	A Rapid Assessment of the Health, Social, Economic, and Legal Risks and Potential Socioeconomic Impacts of COVID-19 on Undocumented Young Adults in California
	Ezinne Nwankwo, Hye Young Choi, Annie Ro, and May Sudhinaraset

	The Hidden Problem of Food Insecurity Among Asian American Older Adults
	Lilly A. Nhan and May C. Wang

	Closing the Care Gap: 
	Understanding Asian American Youth At-Risk for Suicide in Los Angeles County
	Belinda C. Chen, Joyce H.L. Lui, Lisa A. Benson, Yen-Jui R. Lin, Ninez A. Ponce, and Anna S. Lau

	COVID-19 Pandemic Impacts on Asian American Housing
	Paul Ong and Chhandara Pech

	COVID-19 Pandemic Employment Impacts on Asian Americans
	Paul Ong, Chhandara Pech, and Darlene Medrano

	The Effect of the Covid-19 Pandemic on Korean American Small Businesses
	Kyeyoung Park and Frances Lee

	Impact of COVID-19 Closures on Asian American and Pacific Islander Theatre Practitioners and Theatres in California
	L MSP Burns, Leilani Chan, Armando Huipe, Leslie Ishii, Hannah Joo, Alexandra Meda, Meena Natarajan, Monica Ndounou, Olga Sanchez, and kt shorb

	Theatrical Labor in the Wake of COVID-19: 
	Creating New Audiences Through New Media Platforms
	Sean Metzger and Janine Sun Rogers


